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HOW WAS PRINTING DONE 

BEFORE GUTENBERG? 

 Before the invention of the printing press, each page 
of a book had to be copied by hand by a scribe.  This 
process required a lot of time. 

 Because making a book took so much work, there 
were few of them and they were very expensive. 

 High prices meant that few people could afford books, 
and few people could gain new knowledge. 



GUTENBERG’S PRESS 

Johannes Gutenberg’s 
invented the printing 
press and the process of 
“movable type” 

Metal letters were 
arranged on a plate into 
the words on a page 



ADVANTAGES OF THE 

PRINTING PRESS 

The result of the 
invention of the printing 
press was the ability to 
create numerous copies 
of a single page.  These 
pages could then be 
formed into numerous 
copies of books. 

The work of one year 
for a scribe could be 
accomplished by a 
printing press in no 
more than two days. 



CAN WE RELATE TO THIS? 

What modern 
inventions and 

innovations could the 
printing press be 

compared to? 


