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Islam 

 

Standard: Trace the origins and expansion of the Islamic World between 600 CE and 1300 CE. 

 

Essential Question: What were the origins and expansion of the Islamic World? 

 

Explain the origins of Islam and the growth of the Islamic Empire. 
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Growth of the Islamic Empire 
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Islam 

 

Standard: Trace the origins and expansion of the Islamic World between 600 CE and 1300 CE. 

 

Essential Purpose: Why do opposing beliefs lead to a conflict? 

 

Explain the origins of Islam and the growth of the Islamic Empire. 

 

 

Description: 

Islam originated around 610 A.D. with a man named Mohammad.  He was 

from the city of Makkah (Mecca).  He became troubled by the greediness of 

some people and went to the hills to meditate.  The story goes that Allah 

revealed things to Mohammad through the angel Gabriel, and told 

Muhammad to teach what he had heard. Mohammad returned to Mecca and 

began preaching Islam, which means “surrender to God” 

Founder: 

Muhammad 

Deity: 

Allah 

Homeland: 

Mecca 

Medina, Jerusalem 

Ceremonies: 

Ramadan 

 

Sacred Writings: 

Koran (Qur’an) 

Key Beliefs: 

 four major concepts are at the center of Islam:   

1. Deity (Allah) = monotheism 

2. the community (Umma) 

3. the divine revelation (Koran) 

4. the law (Shari’a) = allowed for equality of all beleivers 

 Five Pillars = unifying principles of the faith by which all Muslims abide 

1. Faith (Iman) 

2. Prayer (Salah) 

3. Charity (Zakah) 

4. Fasting (Sawm) 

5. Pilgrimage (Hajj) 

 

Growth of the Islamic Empire 

Rightly Guided Caliphs: 632-661CE 

The first four caliphs according to the sunni faction.  

Spread of Islam east and west, tolereance of Jews 

and Christians.  The last rightly guided caliph, Ali 

will move capital to Koofa, Iraq. 

Umayyads: 661-750 CE 

Dynasty that ruled the Muslim Empire.  Moved 

capital to Damascus, Syria.  Split between Sunni and 

Shi’a, development of Sufi movement 

Abbasids: 750-1055 CE 

Dynasty that ruled much of the Muslim Empire.  

Shift capital to Baghdad, growth of a trade network.  

Most effective period-under the caliphs, Islam spread 

quickly.  Had a prosperous empire. 

Seljuks: 1055-1258 CE 

Turkish group that migrated into the Abbasid Empire 

in the 10th century and later established their own 

empire. 

 


